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EXTRACT FROM "INFORMATION SERVICE OF THE RACIAL-POLITICAL 
OFFICE OF THE NSDAP REICH ADMINISTRATION", 30 JULY 1937, 
CONCERNING RACE PROTECTION LAWS OF OTHER COUNTRIES 


Information Service of the Racial-Political Office of the NSDAP 
Reich Administration 30 July 1937 — No. 18-0902, pages 1 -— 3 


Insert following in filing key as subsections to 09:01 Domestic 02 Foreign. 
Supplement previous issues of 09 by adding 01. 


RACE PROTECTION LAWS OF OTHER COUNTRIES 


DENMARK 

Denmark was one of the first nations in Europe to pass a law 
permitting sterilization. The Danish sterilization law was changed 
in 1934 in accordance with the German example and the prin- 
ciple of voluntariness was abandoned. The vital interests of the 
community, as it says in the preamble, are to take precedence 
over the interests of the individual. The feeble-minded are steri- 
lized. 


ENGLAND 

Unwritten racial laws exist for the Englishman to a large ex- 
tent. It is, for example, beneath the dignity of an Englishman to 
marry any woman from the colonies. Some bathing resorts near 
London prohibit colored persons from staying there. 


FINLAND 

The draft of the Finnish law on the sterilization of persons with 
a hereditary disease goes back to 1929. The motion for the bill, 
which likewise provides for compulsory sterilization in specific 
cases, was passed in Parliament by a vote of 144 to 14. 


NORWAY 

Norway also has a sterilization law. Efforts aim on the one 
hand at “securing a fertile breed” and on the other hand at “seeing 
that the nation is freed from parasites’. Persons are sterilized 
who suffer from mental diseases or from imperfectly developed 
mental faculties and are therefore not capable of caring for them- 
selves and their offspring by their own labor. 


SWEDEN 
The Swedish Parliament has occupied itself with the question of 
sterilization since 1922 and in 1929 passed a law in this respect. 
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The voluntariness which was expressed in this at first was an- 
nulled by an amendment in 1934. Compulsory sterilization there- 
fore exists and is applied in cases of insanity. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Since 1907 sterilization laws have been passed in 29 States of 
the United States of America. Those affected by the law were 
primarily criminals, feeble-minded, insane, epileptics, alcoholic 
and narcotic addicts, as well as prostitutes. Although almost all 
states try to carry out sterilization on a voluntary basis the courts 
have more than once ordered compulsory sterilizations. In a judg- 
ment of the Supreme Court of October 1926 it says, among other 
things: “It is better for everybody if society, instead of waiting 
until it has to execute degenerate offspring or leave them to starve 
because of feeble-mindedness can prevent obviously inferior in- 
dividuals from propagating their kind. The principle justifying 
compulsory vaccination is broad enough to cover the severing of 
the Fallopian tubes”. 

The United States, however, also provides-an example for the 
racial legislation of the world in another respect. Although it is 
clearly established in the Declaration of Independence that every- 
one born in the United States is a citizen of the United States 
and so acquires all the rights which an American citizen can 
acquire, impassable lines are drawn between the individual races, 
especially in the Southern States. Thus in certain States Japanese 
are excluded from the ownership of land or real estate and they 
are prevented from cultivating arable land. 

Marriages between colored persons and whites are forbidden 
in no less than 30 of the Federal States. Marriages contracted in 
spite of this ban are declared invalid. A few might be mentioned 
here: 

Alabama: Prohibition of marriage between a Negro or a per- 
son of Negro origin and a white person. A marriage contracted 
in spite of this is regarded as a crime. 

Arizona: Marriage between a white person on one side and a 
Negro, Mongolian, or Indian on the other side is considered null 
and void. 

Arkansas: Marriage between a white person on one side and a 
Negro or Mulatto on the other side is considered illegal and void. 

California: Marriage between a white person on one side and 
Negroes, Mongolians, or Mulattoes on the other side is considered 
illegal and void. 

Florida: Marriage between a white person and a person who 
has one-eighth or more of Negro blood is considered null and 


vold. 
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Louisiana: Marriage between a colored person and a white, as 
well as marriage between Indians and blacks, is forbidden. 

Maryland: Marriage between a white person and a Negro or 
a descendant of Negroes back to and including the third genera- 
tion is void and considered a crime. 

This far from complete enumeration should meet the wishes of 
our collaborators for some examples. 
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ORDER OF THE SUPREME COMMANDER, ALLIED EXPEDITIONARY 
FORCES, 12 SEPTEMBER 1944, CONCERNING RELATIONSHIP BE- 
TWEEN ALLIED OCCUPYING TROOPS AND INHABITANTS OF GER- 
MANY 


SUPREME HEADQUARTERS 
ALLIED EXPEDITIONARY FORCES 
Office of the Supreme Commander 
12 September 1944 
Subject: Policy, relationship between allied occupying troops and 
inhabitants of Germany. 
' To: Commander-in-Chief, 21 Army Group. 
Allied Naval Commander, Expeditionary Force. 
Air officer Commander-in-Chief, Allied Expeditionary 
Force. 
Commanding General, 12th Army Group. 
Commanding General, Communications Zone, European 
Theater of Operations, U.S. Army. 
Commanding General, United States Strategic Air 
Force. 
Commander, U.S. Naval Forces in Europe. 
Commanding General, Sixth Army Group. 
* * * * * * * 

2. Attached hereto, Appendix “‘A’’, is a directive setting forth 
the policy which will govern the relationship of Allied personnel 
to the inhabitants of those parts of occupied Germany under the 
control of the Supreme Allied Commander, and the measures 
which will be adopted to implement that policy. 

x * * * * * * 
[s] Dwight D. Eisenhower 
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 
General, U. S. Army 
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